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IN THE CLAIMS 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1. {Currently Amended) A side member, which is a complement of a pair located on either side 
o f the body of a vehicle so as to and extend ing in thea longitudinal direction there of the vehicle 
body, passin g and adapted to extend under a dash panel located in the front part of the interior of 
the vehicle so as t o cross the v e hicl e body , the side member comprising: 

a front side member adapted to extending rearwardly. from the front of the vehicle-body, 
beyond a dash plane* which extends along a substantially vertical wall of the dash panel; and 

a rear side member adapted to extending forwardly. from the rear of the vehicle-body* 
beyond the dash plane* and having a surface extending in the longitudinal direction of the 
vehicle and overlapping with and fomte djoined to the front side member in an overlapping 
manner* 

wherein the front side member includes an inner member having an upper front wall, a 
lower front wall, and an inside front wall, and an outer member having an outside front wall. 

wherein the inner member and the outer member form a first closed section. 

wherein the rear side member includes an upper member having a bottom wall, an inside 
rear wall, and an outside rear wall. 

wherein the upper member is adapted to form a second closed section with the dash 

panel. 

wherein the bottom wall is joined to the lower front walK the inside rear wall is joined to 
the inside front wall t and the outside rear wall is joined to the outside front wall in the vicinity of 
the dash plane, and 

wherein the first closed section continuously connects to the second closed section . 

2. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 1, whieh-further 
compriacs c omprising a brace member having one end side of which is iointc d ioined to the front 
side member and the othc ra nother end side jomte df or joining to the vertical wall of the dash 
panel. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 2, wherein the front side member is 
formed having and the brace member form a third c losed section between each other and is 
adapted to be positioned in front of the dash panel, and a closed section is also formed between 
the b r ace member and the f r ont side membe r in the vicinity of the dash panel. 

4. (Currently Amended) A side member acco r ding to claim 2 . which is a complement of a pair 
located on either side of a vehicle and extending in a longitudinal direction thereof, and adapted 
to extend under a dash panel located in a front part of the interior of the vehicle, the side member 
comprising: 

a front side member adapted to extend rearwardly. from the front of the vehicle, bevond a 
dash plane, which extends along a substantially vertical wall of the dash panel: 

a rear side member adapted to extend forwardly, from the rear of the vehicle, bevond the 
dash plane, and having a surface extending in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle and 
overlapping with and joined to the front side member: and 

a brace member having one end side joined to the front side member and another end side 
for joining to the vertical wall of the dash panel. 

wherein the front side member is formed o f includes an inner member[[,]] having an 
upper front wall, a lower front wall, and an front-inside front wall, and an outer member having 
an front-outside front wall, and 

wherein the brace member is jomte djoined to the front-inside frpnt wall and an upper 
edge flang e, which is provided on the uppe r edge of a top out s ide wall extending upward from an 
upper flange on the outer member of the front side member. 

5. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 1, wherein the f r ont side member is 
formed of an inner member, having an uppe r f r ont wall, a lowe r f r ont wall, and a f r ont in si de 
wall, and an oute r membe r having a f r ont outside wall, and the front end of the rear side member 
penetra t e s has a front end portion penetrating an inside space surrounded by the inner member 
and the outer member. 
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6, {Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 5, wherein the rear side member 
further includes a lower member covering the upper member from below, and wherein the front 
end of the rear side member is formed of a includes the bottom wall, a-rearthe inside rear wall, 
and a-rearthe outside rear wall, the bottom wall thereof being fomte djoined to the lower front 
wall, the rear-inside rear wall thereof being fomte djoined to the front-inside front wall, and the 
rear-outside rear wall thereof being jotnte djoined to the frarrfpoutside front wall , with part of the 
lower member positioned between the front side member and the upper member . 

7. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 6 , which is a complement of a pair 
located on either side of a vehicle and extending in a longitudinal direction thereof, and adapted 
to extend u nder a dash panel located in a front part of the interior of the vehicle, the side member 
comprising: 

a front side member adapted to extend rearwardlv. from the front of the vehicle, beyond a 
dash plane, which extends along a vertical wall of the dash panel: and 

a rear side member adapted to extend forwardlv. from the rear of the vehicle, bevond the 
dash plane and having a surface extending in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle and 
overlapping with and joined to the front side member. 

wherein the front side member includes an inner member having an upper front wall, a 
lower front wall, and an inside front wall, and an outer member having an outside front wall. 

wherein the rear side member has a front end portion penetrating an inside of space 
surrounded bv the inner member and the outer member. 

wherein the front end of the rear side member includes a bottom wall, an inside rear wall, 
and an outside rear wall, the bottom rear wall being joined to the lower front wall, the inside rear 
wall being joined to the front inside wall, and the outside rear wall being joined to the outside 
front and 

wherein the rear side member com p ris e s includes an upper memherffj] having the bottom 
wall, thereat inside rear wall, and therear outside rear wall, andfor defining a closed section in 
cooperation with the dash panel, and a lower member covering the upper member from below. 
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8. (Original) A side member according to claim 7, wherein the upper member penetrates the 
front side member to a position in front of the lower member. 

9. (Original) A side member according to claim 7, wherein the lower member is provided with a 
lower upward flange on the outside edge thereof, the front end of the lower upward flange being 
interposed between the rear end of an inner upward flange on the outside edge of the upper front 
wall of the inner member and an outer upper flange on the upper side of the front outside wall of 
the outer member. 

10. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 7, wherein the tower member 
extends outwardly from the rear outside wall of the upper member* and is jointc d for joining to 
the outside end of the dash panel. 

11. (Currently Amended) A side member according to claim 9, wherein the upper member has 
an upper outward flange on the upper edge of the rear outside wall, the front end of the upper 
outward flange being jointed for joining to a rack portion provided between the lower upward 
flange and the upper end of a lower outside wall overlapping the rear outside wall. 

12. (Currently Amended) An side member of an automobile [ [J] comprising: 

a vehicle body having a dash panel located in an interior front part thereof and a dash 
plane, which extends along a substantially vertical wall of the dash panel; and 
a side member comprising: 

a front side member passing under [[a]]the dash plan e, which extends along a 
vertical wall of a dash panel; from the front of the body of a v ehicle_body and extending 
rearward[[J]: and 

a rear side member passing under the dash plane from the rear of the vehicle body 
and extending forward, 
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together so as to w ith portions of the front and rear side members, overlappin g each other 
in the longitudinal direction of the vehicle* 

wherein the front side member includes an inner member having an upper front 
wall, a lower front wall, and an inside front wall, and an outer member having an outside 
front wall, 

wherein the inner member and the outer member form a first closed section. 

wherein the rear side member includes an upper member having a bottom wall, an 
inside rear wall, and an outside rear wall, 

wherein the upper member forms a second closed section with the dash panel. 

wherein the bottom wall is joined to the lower front wall, the inside rear wall is 
joined to the inside front wall, and the outside rear wall is joined to the outside front wall 
in the vicinity of the dash plane, and 

wherein the first closed section continuously connects to the second closed 

section. 

13. (New) A side member according to claim 3, wherein the third closed section is arranged 
above the first closed section. 

14. (Atew) An automobile according to claim 12, wherein: 

the rear side member further includes a lower member positioned below the upper 
member, and has a front end portion including the bottom wall, the inside rear wall, and outside 
rear wall, 

the front end portion of the rear side member penetrates an inside space surrounded by 
the inner member and the outer member, and 

the bottom wall is joined to the lower front wall, the inside rear wall is joined to the 
inside front wall, and the outside rear wall is joined to the outside front wall, with part of the 
lower member positioned between the front side member and the rear side member. 
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